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there are only 2,000 miles of railway, and although roads have been
greatly Improved and extended dining the last ten }"ears, they are
not yet adequate to the needs of the country. As a result, economic
progress has been retarded, and it is only in the plains, where the
population is relatively dense and where the rivers can be used for
transport, that the agricultural wealth of the country fcas been
developed.
THE LITTORAL DISTRICTS axe engaged chiefly in the cultivation
of rice, for which the climate is specially suited, but, owing to the
broken nature of the surface, the population is sparse* and does
not exceed 50 to the square mile. Within recent years rubber
plantations have been established in the Mergui district of Teaas-
serirn where climate and soil are well adapted to the cultivation of
Hevea, but where the absence of adequate means of transport
still constitutes a serious handicap to the growth of the industry.
Tin and tungsten are also mined to some extent in Tenasserim,
UPPER BURMA (WET) is the least densely populated part of the
country, having on an average less than twenty, and in places
less than fifteen, people to the square mile. The lower slopes
of the mountains axe generally covered with forests, while above
the limits of tree growth there axe rolling grasslands. Much
land suitable for cultivation in the river valleys has yet to be
reclaimed. Rice is the chief food of the people and the cMef
agricultural product, but that which is grown in the uplands is
poor in quality and unsuitable for export. Teak is found in most
of the forests, except in the extreme north and north-east* and is
floated down to the timber mills and ports at the mouths of the
rivers. There are few towns, the chief being Myitkyina and Bhamo,
both on the irrawaddy.
UPPER BUHMA (DRY) is very different in character. Instead of
a dense tropical and sub-tropical forest, the land is covered with
a stunted shrubby vegetation.* Rice cannot be grown without the
aid of irrigation, and the chief crops include millet, sesamuni^ beans,
and cotton; while the introduction of the grairnd-nnt lias greatly
increased the prosperity of the region within the last twenty years.
The level nature of much of the land, and "the facilities wMcfa it
offers for irrigation by means of canals and tanks, have led to a
denser population than in the previous regions, and there are
110 people to the square mile. There are oil-fields in the